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FEDERAl COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

COMMENTS OF ROBERT R. ADAMS

This is to solicit favorable consideration by the Commission
of the petition requesting a secondary allocation for the
Amateur Radio Service at 216-228 MHz. It is Understood that
this segment would be used by the Amateur Radio Service only
for coordinated point-to-point fixed operation, on a non­
interfering basis, with a transmitting power limitation of
50 W PEP.

I have been a licensed Amateur Radio operator for more than
40 years. I hold an Advanced Class license, with the call
W8BKO. I served as Emergency Coordinator of the local
Amateur Radio Emergency Service for 12 years, and currently
serve as the District Emergency Coordinator of Central Ohio.
I also provide the Amateur Radio liaison with the State of
Ohio Emergency Management Agency. I currently serve as
President of the Central Ohio Packet Association and as
sysop of its packet bulletin board system. I am especially
interested in the development of a reliable high-speed
packet network throughout Ohio to serve the needs of disas­
ter communications.

The Ohio packet network currently makes extensive use of the
frequencies 220.52, 221.11, and 223.70 MHz. The first two
of these frequencies must be relinquished as a result of the
reallocation of the 220-222 MHz segment. With the relative­
ly narrow band width required by our current operation,
primarily at 4800 bps, we will be able to accommodate this
activity in the remaining 222-225 MHz segment. However,
efficient emergency communications require that we provide
higher data rates. We are currently operating a portion of
the network at 9600 bps, and plan to progress to still
higher rates as the available technology and financial
considerations permit. The higher data rates require great­
er band widths, and it appears that it will be extremely
difficult, if not impossible, to accommodate such new activ­
ity along with that which is already well established in the
remaining 222-225 MHz segment.
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It would appear that the proposed secondary allocation of
216-228 MHz would provide an excellent and practical solu­
tion to this problem. Since it is desirable to shift the
frequency at each network node, to avoid the "hiddaen trans­
mitter" syndrome, it should be possible to- avoid interfer­
ence with existing services.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert R. Adams, WaSKO
1812 Sandalwood Pl.
Columbus, OH 43229

20 July 1991
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